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weight to the primitive religions, but is not 
indifferent to the fact that the higher forms 
of religion are also to be studied as well as the 
primitive. One can believe that this latter 
topic would have been more thoroughly treated 
if the limits of space had permitted a full dis- 
cussion. The final paragraph upon "realities" 
is one to be commended to all those who are 
obsessed with the idea that philosophy and 
theology are to be submerged in psychology. 

Attention may also be called to Professor 
Denney's discussion of "Righteousness and the 
Teaching of Paul." An elaborate, exegetical 
study, it is an illustration of the limitations of a 
method which comes to Paul through some 
other gate than that of history. We shall never 
fully understand Paul's reference to righteous- 
ness until we cease to think of the term as 
philosophically abstract and conceive of it as a 
phase of the juridical conception of messianism. 

The discussion of "Sacraments" includes 
a reasonably complete exposition of the non- 
Christian mysteries and their extension into the 
Christian church. The discussion of this latter 
fact is hardly more than a few sentences. It is 
to be regretted that there should not.have been 
more recognition of the transformation of 
Christianity from a non-mystery religion into a 
mystery religion through the influence of con- 
temporary practices and beliefs and the rise of 
the conception of the church and the priest- 
hood. 

But these differences in opinion are no 
exposition of weakness. Rather are they simply 
the personal obverse of admiration for a work of 
such notable worth. 



of titles assigned to chapters and sections, 
Dr. Sharman has done something of the service 
of a skilful commentator. 



Records of the Life of Jesus. By Henry 
Burton Sharman. New York: Doran, 1917. 
Pp. xix+310. $2.30. 

Professor Sharman here gives us an admir- 
able "superharmony of the Gospels." In 
parallel columns appears the material of Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke (Mark in the middle), 
the material of each Gospel printed just as it 
follows in the original source, with no disloca- 
tion. Since parallel passages frequently occur 
in different succession in the different Gospels, 
there is perforce much repetition, passages out 
of their proper order being printed in italics. 
An elaborate series of cross-references make 
the connections clear, and each page presents 
all the material parallel to anything on that 
page, which is an enormous convenience. A 
second part prints the Fourth Gospel, with all 
synoptic points of contact listed in the margin, 
another element of great value. The work 
will be of the utmost service to those who 
study the life of Jesus through the medium 
of an English harmony, and is an outstanding 
contribution to our equipment for such study. 
In the division of the material and in the choice 



The Consuming Fire. By Harris Elliott Kirk. 
New York: Macmillan, 1919. Pp. xi+183. 
$1.50. 

Dr. Kirk, pastor of the Franklin Street 
Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, is a fine 
combination of the interpreter of the Bible 
and the preacher. In this volume he studies 
the character and work of Isaiah with especial 
reference to the application of the message of 
the prophet to our own times. He believes 
that in the present struggle between mere 
efficiency and moral reality the latter will win 
if men of the prophetic type will unite for the 
conflict. The titles of the chapters are invita- 
tions to the reader, for example, "The Stateness 
of the Years," and "The Ironic Realism of 
God." The interpretation is well grounded 
in accurate knowledge of the times of Isaiah 
and the character of the prophet. But the most 
admirable point about this book is the way 
in which the truth is driven home to the 
needs of our own generation. This is a prophet's 
interpretation of a prophet's soul. It is difficult 
to select pages that illustrate this because the 
book is full of examples; but pages 60 and 61 
are typical. The style is clear and fresh. The 
"onliness" of God is new to us. It is a dignified 
and noble book; there is elevation about it, 
for instance in the chapter "The Stately March 
of Providence." Isaiah lives again in these 
pages. We understand the warrant for the 
favor which the lectures found at Northfield. 



The Kingdom That Must Be Built. By Walter 
J. Carey. New York: Macmillan, 1910. 
Pp. vii+ni. $1.00. 

Fourteen chapters in this book are devoted 
to a constructive study of the effort to realize 
the Kingdom of God in modern life. The 
discussion gathers around four main points in 
the equipment of the kingdom builders: a 
right faith, obedience, keeping in touch by 
prayer, and sacramental grace. Therefore, 
as is apparent, the treatment of the subject is 
from the standpoint of a churchman. The 
discussion moves in the sphere of thought that 
has been evoked by the Great War. For 
example, take the treatment of sin on page 50. 
Tile author is not satisfied with the negative 
conception of sin, against which such chaplains 
as Tiplady have protested, making it consist in 
practicing certain grosser forms of evil. He 
makes righteousness a positive achievement, 
the motive power of which is love. The para- 
phrase of the Ten Commandments in Christian 
terms on page 53 is suggestive. This is a ringin„ 



